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Commodore's Report July  2010  
 

I am writing this in amongst the busiest time for the club. Last Saturday saw the 

culmination of months of effort with the annual club party. Over 90 people of all ages 
(including at least one pre -natal) enjoy an exquisite night on the grass in front of our 

marquee with a BBQ and music from the ñwhy?ò band. The youngsters seemed to enjoy 
the video lounge allowing the adults to relax for an evening dancing to the music, 
watching the Sun set of Goring Gap and having the moon light their way home.  

 
This party was the results of a lot of toil by the c lub committee from Nic and co erecting 

the Marquee to Peter and Vada Scholey delivering the draft ale, from Mary, Jean and 
Elspeth erecting decorations to Lesley collecting/dishing out tickets. Special mention for 

Stephen B who managed to keep combinations  of every single drink available for all and 
Alan Beeton and Family and Granby Patrick and family for the loan of the BBQôs. Finally ï 
thanks to Mark N for looking after the youngsters providing our Video Lounge. My thanks 

to you all and others who helped make the event a success.  
Special mention for Jill M, who not only took the responsibility for so much of the 

ordering, getting, doing herself, but also took time out to manage me and others to 
ensure we were all doing what we should when we should. Thanks  Jill.  
 

Next Year ï we will change the format and theme.  What are your ideas? Thrash Metal, 
Techno Fest? Chocolate Fountain? Step forward now and volunteer your thoughts and 

time and letôs see what we can put on next year. 
 
The day after saw several membe rs come down and help clean up the club before we 

began the Commodores Cup (see later report) again ï thank you all.  
So with that out of the wayééNow itôs the Thames Challenge, by the time you read this 

six teams and nine boats will have thrashed through a dayôs junior team racing at Goring. 
In the eleven years that I have been at the club we have never attempted such a thing 
and (I am sure) it will be a triumph for the Junior members and our Junior Liaison Officer 

and Training Principle (thatôs Rob and Mark to you!). Throughout the Summer School 
term we have been training the GGTSC team with pro -coaches trips to Burghfield etc and 

the Thames Challenge is the culmination of all that work. Good luck all.  
 
Spontaneously Syd Beeton, Amanda Wooding and  Corrina Bailie have collaborated to 

launch an after -school session on Monday evenings. This is another new departure for the 
club this year and sees some of our ñless seniorò junior members getting the opportunity 

to sail at Goring with excellent supervision and c oaching. Thanks again to Syd, Corrina 
and team for organising this.  
 

Commodore Cup  

Following the Club Party, the Commodore ôs Cup was a suitable retreat for all of those who 

couldnôt stand the thought of England / Germany in the last sixteen of the World Cup.  

In blazing sunshine,  a mass start saw some 13 boats embarked on a simple three buoy 
course that wasnôt too taxing for frazzled party-brains. The wind was somewhat variable 

in the first race but with a few gusts meant that on the water a battle develope d between 
Matthew Brown and John and Jane Howe in the Comet Trio. Interestingly with a short 

course, some lapping began to occur and the race results were calculated on an average 
lap - time basis.   After a high - tea consisting of Smoked Salmon, Meats, Salad s, 

Strawberryôs and other finery, the second race saw slightly fewer participants, but again 
John , Jane, Matthew, Andrew D and others were now making their mark.  
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Finally over two legs the results were calculated:   

In first Place  -  Germany 4 goals  

Runners up  -  England 1 goal  

John Howe -  Commodores Cup Winner  

Andrew Darke -   Commodores Cup Runner Up   

Junior Commodore Cup  

Sailing with the main fleet , we ran a separate race for the juniors and Alex Rowe -Jones, 

Theo Patrick and Sarah Reed entered both races. T echnically they only managed to 
complete in one race each, but including retirements, the winner was Sarah Reed who in 
the first race both on ñhandicapò and on the water beat some of the main racers, she was 

followed by Theo Patrick as runner up with Alex in third.   

Training Fleet Update   

The club Oppis have had a little update with a new sail being purchased from Rooster 
sailing. This means we now have three Oppis with sleeved sails that are ideal for our 
younger sailors. If we have a disaster there is a spare Optomist Sail that can be used on 

these boats should the need arise.  

That Tonicémentioned in the last Burgee is off being washed and repaired.   

Watch out for next month ôs Burgee when we may have news on a fleet addition.  

Calshot Trip  

          

What a day this was ï Alex and Rob Jones , and my family Sarah, Lesley and Sam all set 
off following the invitation to sail on the coast from Calshot Water at the mouth of the 
Solent. The site is just next to Hampshire C.C. sailing school and adjacent to t he old 

Supermarine base where air - speed racing was done before the 2 nd  World War. Bravely the 
Reeds took along the (you must be joking , Iôm not stepping in that) Enterprise and Rob 

took an RS Vision and on arrival at Calshot the Enterprise was quickly dro pped on the 
basis that it wouldnôt have made it off the beach. Twenty knot winds meant we were in 
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for a damp day and two Visions were taken by the team and, non -sailing Lesley and Sam 
were quickly roped to provide help (and ballast) in safety boats.   

A be ach launch was a shock to start with but Sarah and I and Rob and Alex were soon 

zipping along and up and down the Solent, while their Commodore took his ISO and one   
of their juniors (a topper National squad member) rode shotgun with us. A Byte (with the 

new rig) several other RS boats, a Feva and others composed   a varied fleet. We spread 
and covered a lot of water before our hosts beckoned us up the Solent before lunch in the 

Jolly Sailor in Ashlett. By this time all of Goring helms had capsized, but some  ale and 
chips soon restored spirits for the sprint back to base after lunch.   

A further capsize (Sarah and I were getting good at this by now) and a run with a roaring 

Northerly behind us, resulted in a great days sailing and our thanks to Calshot for 
org anising this excellent event -  I hope we organise another session later in the year and 

would encourage all members to think about coming with us at the next event.  

Obviously many of us all will be off for some summer holidays and other activities in the 
next few months, but we will still have our regular racing series for novices and experts 

and will be looking forward to our Laser Cup  on 29 th  August and our regatta on the 4 th  
September.  

 
Contacts from Summer Party.   

Several people have asked the committee about where items were obtained from:  

¶ Salads and Desserts, Deanne at Riverside Catering ï contact her through 
deanne@riversidecatering.wanadoo.co.uk   

¶ Band ï The ñWhy?ò Band Steve Banbury 07779 097363   

¶ Meat ï Vicars Meats, Casey Fields Farm, Asha mpstead, Reading, Berkshire RG8 8SJ 
01635 579 662  

¶ Draught  Beer ï (and regular supplier to GTSC) Ridgeway Brewing ï Peter Scholey   
01491 873474  

 If I do not see you before ï have a wonderful summer and enjoy your sailing.  

 
Simon Reed 

Commodore  
30 th  June  

0118 984 2328  
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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Training Update   
 
Well what a busy few weeks we have had even though we are half way between the 

formal training weekends.   Firstly it is great to see that the Novice races are attracting 
their fair share of adults the 3 regulars are certainly giving it their all and gaining the 
confidence to join in the regular racing next season, but there is still time for others to 

join in.   Look out for the dates of novice days in the calendar.   For the younger members 
there has  been even more going on.   Corinna and Syd have been running a very 

successful After School Club in Monday evenings with regular attendances of half a dozen 
or so primary age children of all abilities.   Feedback from participants has been very 

positive and  they clearly having fun.   
  
For Secondary age children the Tuesday evening youth club has been getting a bit more 

serious with external coaches in to hone technique ahead of the Thames Challenge on 3 
July.   First up was Paul Wren the regional Hi gh Perform ance Manager from the RYA.   

Unofficially the regional talent scout, Paul ,  came in to talk about how to get involved in 
more competitive  regional and national racing, but was also keen to point out that this did 
not mean  abandoning the Clubs.   Following his  visit, he sent a very nice letter a copy of 

which is appended here.   If anybody is interested in attending the zone championships do 
please let Rob or myself know. We will also be scouting around for volunteers for the 

coaching course.   I know I probably sound like a scratched record in going on about 
volunteers to help and we have been successful in increasing our instructor corps, but 
what we are really short of is proficient racers who are willing to pass on their craft to the 

up and coming generation.   The RYA has helped us out with providing a coach for one 
evening session immediately before the Thames Challenge.   Tim came down to teach the 

juniors some of the finer starting tactics and how to roll tack.   A session that the more 
serious of the junior r acers benefitted greatly from, but also one that showed just how 
high the bar is when it comes to proper competitive racing.   We still have a lot to learn.  

  
Highlight of the season for the juniors was the Thames Challenge with 6 teams from local 

clubs con verging on Goring for a packed day of 18 races in 12 Fevas.   Our own team 
gained confidence throughout the day finishing a very creditable third, but it was heart 
warming to see the passion and competence growing as it became clear that actually they 

could  do this and by the end were the only team with a first second and third in one race.   
The photo shows the excitement of the tightly packed Feva fleet on a glorious summer 

afternoon.   Hats off also to Charlie Taylor and Olivia who came a close  second in th e 
individual race, which with 18 crews competing was a great achievement.    
  

Finally a reminder about some of the events coming up.   Firstly is the GTSC regatta on 
the first  Saturday in September.   Let us hope that we do not have another senior moment 

this year with the seniors forgetting to organise a team.   The format will be broadly as in 
previous years with parent and offspring cup, a Vision (and maybe Qba) challenge and 
various other fun events  in short something for everyone and in particular an o pportunity 

to collect a trophy for those of you that are not on the regular racing circuit.   
The  following 2 weekends are our training weekends and we have already got a few 

people signed up.   If you are a newcomer and missed the May training weekends or h ave 
been attending one of the youth clubs and would benefit from some more formal 

instruction do please drop me a line and we can discuss how best we can accommodate 
you.  
  

Enjoy the rest of the summer.  
Mark Neild  

Training Officer      01491 874291  
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RYA House  

Ensign Way, 
 Hamble  

Southampton SO31 4YA 
  

To: Mark Neild  
Training Principal  
Goring Thames Sailing Club  
 
Dear Mark  
Thank you for a very informative and enjoyable evening last night at Goring Thames Sailing Club. It 
was good to see kids sailing and enjoying it so much.  
I hope you can encourage as many of your youngsters as possible to attend the Zone Championships 
on 25th and 26th September. Your sailors should attend either the South or the South East 
Championships. As a club your sailors qualify for the South Championships but many may also qualify 
for the SE depending on where they live. This is explained in more detail on the entry website which 
can be found by following the link from www.ryaracingevents.org.uk (Entry opens mid July).  
It would be beneficial for the club to get more of your volunteers qualified as level 2 coaches. We will 
be running one at Queen Mary Sailing Club in the Autumn as well as other clubs and it would be good 
to see them there. To attend the course they have to be over 16 and have a good racing background. 
The exact requirements can be found on the coaching courses part of the website. (Again follow the 
link from www.ryaracingevents.org.uk ) It will cost £50 a head to attend a course and the online form 
should be completed once you find a suitable course.  
Tim Anderton, one of our regional coaches will be coming to the club for a training session next 
weekend. Tim is a very experienced coach and it would be ideal if your coaches could use Tim as a 
mentor to enhance their coaching techniques and to give them some additional ideas.  
Thank you again for letting me visit. If you have any further questions please do not hesitate to get in 
touch.  
 
Yours sincerely  
Paul Wren  
RYA High Performance Manager (East and South East Zones)  
Email paul.wren@rya.org.uk  
Tel: 07909 994642 

 
 
Patron Her Majesty The Queen President HRH The Princess Royal KG, KT, GCVO, QSO Chief Executive Sarah Treseder Royal Yachting Association 

is a company limited by guarantee and Registered in England. Number 878357 
 

 
 

 
 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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JUNIOR SAILORSô PAGE. 
 
Burgee contains loads of information about whatôs going on at GTSC, but now Juniors have their own dedicated 

page, to find out whatôs happening, provide a space for your letters and ideas and bring you the very latest results. 

 

Indeed it was only this week that I received the following missive; 

 

TAKE NOTICE ; 

 

Juniors at GTSC who now constitute half the membership, are delighted to note that; 

 

× No less than 21 different Juniors have actively supported the Youth Club sessions this year so far 

 

× 17 different Juniors came to be taught at GTSC by national coach Tim Anderton on 29
th
 June 

 

× Juniors now constitute a significant number of racers during adult races 

 

× Charlie Taylor at only 12 years of age won the single handed cup last season 

 

× Whilst adults struggle to muster support to race against one club, the juniors attract fleets of boats and clubs 

from across the Thames Valley to race against them! 

 

Faced with this it is clear that; 

 

Many adults need a lesson or two in sailing and getting on the water; lessons are planned to start  on 

SATURDAY 4
TH

 SEPTEMBER, when the third GTSC Regatta sees the parent and sibling race, amongst others. 

Nothing to stop you adults practicing in the meantime.  If any adult feels uncertain about  the all important 

capsize drill please speak to Junior for advice for most are expert 

 

To encourage more adult sailing, the Junior Snug is now to be converted into a modest bar area for Adults. They 

will hence spend far less time drinking and more time outdoors afloat. Juniors meanwhile will have a far larger 

area to use  and increased range of crisps chocolates and J 20ôs can replace the beer and wine that currently takes 

up so much space, thus recognising the importance of cutting down the units that you adults consume. 

 

 

 

 

Meanwhile in the kitchen, bags of frozen peas will be disposed of and replaced with a  larger stock of magnums. 

And finally Topper are being invited to design the first ever cat for river sailing. 

 

Watch out for the Extraordinary General Meeting to discuss these points. 
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JUNIOR SAILORS PAGE contd. 

 

AFTER SCHOOL CLUB.  Warm sunny afternoons sees the club filled with youngsters after school, so building 

on this and to cater in particular for the youngsters who are too young to come to Youth Club, we will be 

launching an AFTER SCHOOL CLUB on Monday afternoons. Watch out for posters appearing soon with more 

details. Just remember the BBQ Food, towel and sun tan cream. Pre booking essential 

 

Youth Club dates coming upé. 

 

6
th
 July   In House training 

 

13
th
 July  Fun and Games; lets get wet! 

 

Start Time 5.30 for 6, aiming to be on the water and sailing for 6.30, supper 8.15, pick up by 9. 

 

JUNIOR AND NOVICE RACES;  

 

18
TH

 JULY 12.30 Hrs, and 25
TH

 JULY  and 1
ST

 AUGUST 14.30 HOURSé.with only a few races having been 

raced so far this year theres everything to sale for. 

 

SATURDAY SAI LING 24
TH

 JULY.  Fancy a sail safe in the knowledge that theres safety boat cover , then come 

down at 12.30 for a leisurely sail and bring a  picnic 

 

 

STOP PRESSé. 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY  

 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 25
TH

 & 26
TH

 SEPTMEBR 

 RYA ZONE CHAMPIONSHIPS AT NATIONAL SAILING ACADEMY, WEYMOUTH FOR LASER 

4.7ôs 

 

SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 16
TH

 & 17
TH

 OCTOBER ERIC TWINNANE TEAM RACING EVENT AT 

FARMOOR RACING RS FEVAS 

 

Interested in the next step up??Do let me know and watch out for those e mails coming soon 

See you soon, 

 

Rob  Jones  
Junior Development Officer  

 
 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
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A stunning day on Saturday 3 rd  July saw really competitive team racing with 6 teams from 
across the Thames Valley coming to race in the 2 nd  Thames Challenge Race at GTSC  

 
With RS Fevas hired in from across the region 44 juniors raced from 11 -5 in both 

indidividual and team races.  
 
Captained by George Rothwell and assisted by Sara Reid, Goring got off to a wobbly start 

not helped by the fact t hat we had been picked to race the 2 strongest teams in the first 2 
races.  
 

 
 

Race 3 however saw Goring win  convincingly coming 1 st  2nd  and 3 rd  against next years 
hosts Maidenhead SC  
 

With spirits reinvigorated, the team of George and Alex, Sarah and The o, Charlie and Ben, 
bought in a few subs including George Campbell, Olivia Hurrell and Harry Campbell, such 

that Goring won their next 2 races.  
 
Coming 3 rd  out of 6 was a great result, though congrats to Claires Court and Black Swan A 

team who came 1 st  and  2nd   but only after the last race was finished.  
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(9 points or less is a win!! 1 point for first, 2 for second etc!) 

 

Final positions; 

 
 

But fuelled up by superb bacon butties, steak baguettes and afternoon cream tea, laid on 
by Mary and Janice, the Goring juniors set sail to prove there was still life in them sails, 
racing in the individual races at the end of the day with 19 teams competing. With Alex 

and George, Charlie and Olivia winning their heats, the final was going to be close. In the 
end Cha rlie and Olivia were pipped to 1 st  by 4 seconds with Alex and George coming 4 th . 

 
A superb days sailing was had by all with a brilliant show of team racing skills by a great 
bunch of juniors. Thanks to everyone who helped for we had over 150 people at Gori ng 

that day, sailing, cheering, eating, judging and manning the all important safety boats  
though Alex was the only person to capsizeé 

 
Regards and well done  
Rob Jones  

Junior Development Officer   
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To all members  
 
In a year that has seen a record 20 new memberships since Open Day it is disappointing 

to report that 19 existing memberships have yet to renew despite 2 reminders.  
 

Imminently  rule 9b will be evoked by the Committee which will automatically withdraw 
membership from anyone that has not rejoined before 31 July 2010.  

 
Accordingly, if you wish to retain your membership of Goring Thames Sailing Club, renew 
immediately!  

 
There are presently 34 canoes or kayaks stored on the clubs premises which are licensed 

by the Committee to accommodate only 24.  
 
Further, there have been only 20 canoes or kayaks registered through renewing 

membership and the issuing of boat parking discs.  
 

Clearly there are presently 14 canoes / kayaks stored illegally!  
 
All are advised to register their canoes / kayaks where storag e at the clubs premises has 

been approved, displaying a current Pink 2010 parking disc without failure or risk their 
property being removed to an unsecured site away from the club. All illegally stored 

canoes / kayaks must be removed  before 31 July 2010  
 
All illegally stored canoes / kayaks and those  not displaying a current Pink Boat Parking 

Disc will be removed from the clubs premises immediately after 31 July 2010.  
 

The Committee will accept no responsibility for any loss or damage to any property that 
that is illegally stored at the club.  
 

Finally, your Committee works tirelessly to organise the clubs activities and smooth 
running of all functions and courses to the highest standards. It is galling that in July we 

are still chasing memberships that have  failed to renew despite the reminders.  
 
Bill Shuttleworth  

Membership Secretary  
01491 872406  
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Noise levels  
 

 
 

BBQ season draws closer. We have always encouraged members to come and use the 

facilities even when there is no organised sailing underway -to ensure everyoneôs 
enjoyment we have a few guidelines and rul es that need to be remembered which include  

your obligation to watch th e noise levels .  
We do also have a mid -week curfew (move everyone inside the clubhouse) of 9:30 this is 
to ensure that neighbours are not disturbed unreaso nably. Please  come down and use the 

club throughout the year and follow the above guidelines to ensur e that the facility is 
enjoyed by all.  

Laser Stratos 461  

 

Many thanks to members including Alan Beeton, Chris Rickards (photo) Sarah and I for 
working to sell our members Laser Stratos Sail Number 461 for a new life on the East 

Coast. The new owner was very impressed with the boat and will be using it with his 
young family in the estuaries and coastline in that area. Many thanks to Sue and Daniel 

for their generous donation to the club following the sale of their boat.  

RYA Partner Scheme  

GTSC is now part  of the RYA Partner Scheme.  What does this mean? Basically if you are 

buying anything from the RYA shop and you access it via the GTSC website -  
www.goringthamessc.org.uk  -  then the club gets 10% of the purch ase price.  It also 

works for membership too.   

 

So if you are thinking of buying any books on sailing or power boating, that all important 
International Code Flag cockpit card (CCICF) at £2.00 or the RYA Yachtmaster® Ocean 
Tie very reasonably priced at £1 4.50 or indeed the IMRAY Dingle Bay to Galway Forth 

Chart -  C55 at £17.00 -  then donôt forget to go the GTSC website first 
(www.goringthamessc.org.uk ) and link though, via the flashing RYA logos to make your 

purchases and the club will benefit -  happy shopping........ only 170 shopping days left 
until Christmas (depending on when this reaches you of course -  it could be less!).  

http://www.goringthamessc.org.uk/
http://www.goringthamessc.org.uk/
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Denzelôs Page 

 

  

óere Iôve heard that some twerp called Seasick Steve used to have his own column in your 
raaag, and now heôs like rich and that. Well Iôm  nearly famous see , as I is often spoken 

of by óJethroô and as I come from Godôs-Country am related to your scrambles ïegg 
wearing commodore. So óere goes.  

1.        I óere that you young unôs want to have more wind at Goring?   Cos you went to 
Burghfield and blew like one of Daisyôs bottom-burps there. Well, see, itôs like this-ere. 

Sailing in constant winds is a piece of doo -doo compared with trying to watch wind -shifts 
(is that  spelt right?) and holding your balance and position in shifty winds like you get 
down our bit. To be a really good sailor you need to do both. Like I does. So keep at it 

and nag your folks to take you to the next coastal sail we arrange  

2.        Whatôs up with you numpty city - folk? Committee put in a dish -washer (like a big hose -

pipe in a box) and it has two buttons. To make it work you have to press the buttons as it 
says in the óstructions. Even I can do that. So why do you find it so tough? óstructions is 
on wall in big letters. Even my dog, Tobb, can read them anô eôs only got one eye.  

3.        Lastly ï that Fabio Capello twerp was wheeling his shopping trolley across tôsco car 
 park when he saw me trying to stop Tobb from biting the wheel of the van w hile I was 

putting my ósplies in the back. He  stopped and asked, "Can you manage " he said?   Clear 
orf, I said you got yourself into this mess, don't ask me to sort it out..."  

 See óe again,  

Denzel Tremberthy  (aged 67 and a quarter)  

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~  




